
New York State Retired School Administrators and 
Supervisors 

Meeting of the Executive Board –September 4, 2019 

Western Suffolk BOCES –Wheatley Heights, NY 

  

Present:   Sherry Alessandro, Edward Bellomo, Vincent 
Deland, John Fogliano, Ken Forman, Pat Galaskas, Gene 
Goldwasser, David Long, Mel Haley, Stewart Mortman, Elliott 
Kigner, Ned Price, Lois Small, Corine Lipset-Huberman, 
George Pincus, Marty Mandelker, John Wallace 

  
1.0     Welcome:  Gene Goldwasser, President-Gene called the 
meeting to order and welcomed everyone back from our summer 
break. He asked that everyone introduce themselves since we have 
some new members in attendance.  

  
2.0     Minutes:  The minutes of the June 12, 2019 Executive Board 
meeting were distributed for all to review. The motion to accept them 
was moved by Corine Lipset-Huberman and seconded by Lois Small. 
It carried unanimously.  

  
3.0     Treasurer’s Report:  Account balances as of  9/1/19 were 
reported as follows: 

Share checking - $3,468.38 

Savings - $474.18 

Money Market - $877.42  
Certificate of Deposit - $4,853.06  

Total = $9,673.04 

  
Gene asked that considering the upcoming distribution of our 
newsletters, slowly declining membership, and upcoming expenses, 
“Are we covered?” Ned confidentially stated that we are fine. 
Acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report was moved by George 
Pincus  and seconded by Stewart Mortman. It carried unanimously. 

    
4.0     Announcements: Gene shared that Joe Quinn is absent due to 
the passing of his son-in-law. We extend our condolences to Joe and 
his family. Gene distributed copies of the membership directory. If 



there are any changes, send him an email. New stationery was also 
distributed. Gene expressed his appreciation to Corine, Pat, Ed, Ned, 
and Ken for their efforts in providing an excellent newsletter, concise 
and accurate minutes, timely financial reports, tech savvy and Boces 
connections. Gene also asked for a volunteer to take over the 
ordering of food for our luncheons. Sherry kindly stepped up with an 
assist from Corine.   

  
5.0     Correspondence: There was no correspondence. Gene shared 
that liberal leaning groups frequently try to gain support from our 
organization through the website. He wanted us to be aware of this.  

  
6.0     Committee Reports: 

  
6.1     Education: Mel began her report by asking how she could 
best serve the group since she was doing this for the first time. 
Corine asked that she write something timely about education 
for each newsletter. Gene stated that one of the major roles is to 
bring current issues and trends in education to the table for 
discussion, and possible support or action by the group. Mel 
proceeded to share that there is no data available yet 
connecting the impact of homework on student performance. 
She also raised the current issue of vaping and how it is 
negatively impacting middle and high school students, and the 
possible negative impact of tariffs on school funding. Ed raised 
the issue of vaccinations and religious exemptions as a possible 
topic of interest. Ken added that in New York the law does not 
permit religious exemptions. The topic resulted in a good 
discussion that may warrant further exploration. Vince 
passionately raised the need for vocational education to be 
highlighted and reinstituted in our educational system. Pat and 
Stu shared that the vocational path is frowned upon by culture 
and that needs to change. Pat summarized it in this way, “If we 
believe in multiple career paths we should advocate for it.” Ken 
mentioned that Boces is trying to expand V.T. but it is very 
costly. Gene suggested vocational education through 
Comprehensive High Schools instead of farming it out to 
Boces.  A focus group willl be established to continue the 
discussion. 

  



6.2     Membership: John W. reported that we have 251 
members, no change. Ken said we should review the list of 
retirees who have not sent in checks to see if there are those we 
know that we could call to re-enlist their support. John said he 
would work on that.  

  
6.3     Political Action: tabled until New Business 8.1 

  
6.4     Newsletter: Corine stated that the next newsletter will be 
distributed in October. Mel and Stu have already submitted 
articles. She distributed the July Quarterly Query ( Is free 
speech too free?) for responses to be used in the upcoming 
newsletter. Four people have volunteered to respond, John W. 
Ned, Mel, and Sherry.    

  
6.5     Website Review: Ken shared that we had 25 hits on our 
website in the past month.  

  
7.0     Old Business 

7.1     Examining Homework Policies: tabled 

  
8.0     New Business 

8.1     Endorsements 2020 Election 

8.1.1    Endorsement Process: Gene presented the two 
key components that needed discussion and resolution, 
criteria for candidate support and the voting process that 
determines which candidate we choose. Pat read the 
criteria used in the selection of candidates in the past. A 
focus group will meet on November 12th to establish the 
criteria. There was a spirited and lengthy conversation 
about the group decision process for selection of 
candidates to support. Do we use a simple majority, 2/3 
vote or consensus? There were issues raised regarding 
this process in the last election and issues moving 
forward. The major point was finding a method that 
provided input from everyone and a fair decision process 
that members could live with. It was decided that we 
would try very hard to come to consensus. If that failed, a 
2/3 vote would be needed.  



8.1.2    Scope of Endorsements: Do we want to cover all 
elected positions or limit it? After some discussion it was 
decided that we would focus on the presidency, 
congressional seats and the state senate. In December 
members of the committee will be assigned candidates 
to research. The goal is to have enough info from both 
sides to present to the group for consideration before 
deciding whom to support. 
8.1.3    Focus Group to develop criteria: On Nov.12th, at 
1 p.m.  the following people will meet, Ned, John W., 
Corine, Ed, Marty, Pat, Stu, Gene.  

  
8.2     Focus for 2020: Push to make sure people are registered 
to vote. 
8.3     Additional Focus Group: Another focus group was formed 
to develop a position paper revolving around vocational 
education and its importance. The following members agreed to 
meet: Ken, Ned, Lois, Mel, Pat, Corine, Elliot, Gene. 

  
9.0      Next Executive Board Meeting: December 11, 2019  
  
10.0  Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Ned 
Price and seconded by John Fogliano. It passed unanimously.   
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Edward Bellomo 

 


